
 

 
 

Grace United Church of Christ 
December 4, 2022 

Rev. Dr. Michael H. Bone, Minister 
Second Sunday of Advent 

  

When a portion of the service is preceded with an *, you are 
invited to stand in body or spirit. 
 

Words printed in bold are an invitation for you to join in 
the spoken or sung response. 
 

PRELUDE                      Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus arr. Nevue 
David Mohn 

 

*WORDS OF WELCOME (Pastor and People) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

  you are welcome here. 
In this safe space, may God grant us the vision to see 
the Holy in each other and the Holy in ourselves. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Liturgist and People) 
    Come together, worship God, and dare to hope: 

The One who comes will not judge by appearances, 

but will defend the poor with justice 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. 

Come together, worship God, and dare to believe the 

promise: 



Christ will baptize us with the Holy Spirit, and with fire.  

Come together, worship God, and dare to respond to the 

call: 

“Repent, and bear fruit worthy of repentance, for the 

reign of God is near!’  

Blessed be the Holy Name, the God of Israel, who alone 

does wonderful things! 

May the earth be filled with the knowledge of God 

as the waters cover the sea! 

Amen, and amen! 
       

*GATHERING PRAYER (People) 
Holy God, Three in One,  

Source of loving unity, 

clothe us with your Spirit 

that we may welcome each other  

as Christ has welcomed us, 

live in harmony together,  

and with one voice 

give you glory and praise,  

through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  (Family and People) 

We shall light the Advent candles 

praying that our preparation for Christmas may help us 

to look outward in love, 

and to look forward in hope. 

Risen Christ, Light of the world, 

shine in our lives 

and shine among us now. 

Let us pray that waiting for Christmas may show us 

how to be patient when things take time, 

how to live for Christ day by day, 

and how to wait for promises not yet fulfilled. 

Risen Christ, Light of the world, 

shine in our lives 

and shine among us now. 
In Isaiah 11:9, the prophet declares, 



They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of God, 

as the waters cover the sea. 

We light this candle as a sign of hope 

that truth will prevail, and justice be done,  

for all people. 
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle 

As we pray and work 

for truth, compassion, and justice, near and far— 

Risen Christ, Light of the world,  

shine in our lives 
and shine among us now. 

 

*ADVENT HYMN             Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
  

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION (People) 
Holy and loving God, 
we have dwelt in darkness 
and preferred it to the light; 
we have been proud of our accomplishments 
and despaired over our shortcomings. 
Smooth down the mountains of our pride, 
and lift up the valleys of our doubts. 
Open a path in the wilderness of our lives 
that we might find our way to you again. 
Refine us and prepare us once again 
for life in your kingdom, O Lord. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

A GIFT OF MUSIC          Prepare Ye the Way - DeFrange 
 

SACRED TEXT       Isaiah 11:1-10 NRSVUE 
 

CENTERING HYMN   The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore 
 

SACRED TEXT     Matthew 3:1-12 NRSVUE 
    

REFLECTION       “John’s Invitational Living” 
 
 



*SUNG RESPONSE   
O, come, let us adore him, 
O, come, let us adore him, 
O, come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Affirmation (Pastor and People) 

God calls all people to the table of forgiveness, peace, and 
loving relationship. Grace UCC affirms an inclusive and 
open Communion Table.  
Everyone is welcome at this table, affirming that we are 
all part of God’s family and are to join together in 
sacred relationship. 
Love and peace are the uniting values of this spiritual 
meeting place. Therefore, any who wish to join in this ritual 
of unity are invited to do so recognizing that we do so in the 
spirit of peace and mutual love for one another. 

 

Consecration (Pastor and People) 
Jesus showed us how we can live our lives, both our  
spiritual and physical lives, following in his way of love and 
peace.  
Reminding us of this union of body and spirit, Jesus took a  
loaf of bread, broke it like we are often broken in our  
relationships with one another, and showed us the way to 
reconciliation by asking us to share our bread with one 
another in remembrance of his own example. 
Through the broken bread, we participate in and 
become the body of Christ in the world. 
In like manner, Jesus took the cup filled with the fruit of the  
vine, the vine that sustains us and links us to one another,  
and asked us to drink of that same spirit of loving-kindness  
and uniting harmony that was in him. 
Through the cup of blessing, we participate in and 
become the new life of Christ in the world. 
This bread and fruit nourishes us so that we may nourish 
others.  Through this sacrament of Holy Communion, we 
affirm that we are committed to Christ’s way of love and 
peace by our motives, thoughts, actions, and practices in 
this world.  We acknowledge that we are one community 



made by God, and that we must consciously choose, day 
by day, to be in right-relationship with God, each other, and 
our sacred values. 
We therefore dedicate ourselves, individually and  
collectively, to make the Body and Spirit of Christ real in  
this world, here and now, and throughout our life as a  
community of the faithful.  
What we experience here in this holy space, we make real  
by our service when we go forth from this place. 
 

Invitation (Pastor and People) 
Christ invites all to the table of reconciliation – those who 
affirm their intrinsic worth, and those who are yet to do 
so…those whose hearts and minds are admirable, and 
those still struggling to make them so…those who are most 
like us, and those who are least like us.  
In coming together, let us recognize our responsibility 
in living in love and peace with one another and all 
creation. 

 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 
Please proceed down the center aisle to receive bread and  
cup.  Eat the bread as you receive it, carry the cup as you 
return to your seat.  We will all drink the cup together.   
Elements will be brought to you if you prefer to remain 
seated.  All bread is gluten-free. 
 

       Communion Meditation Music - David Mohn 
Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming arr. Reisinger 
 

Giving Thanks 
Loving God, We give thanks for this meal, offered to us 
through your grace.   Let us go forth with forgiveness, 
courage, faith, hope, love, peace, justice, kindness, and 
gentleness.  May these values represent your image, 
God,  in each one of us.  May they strengthen us to 
reach out in compassion to nurture and aid others 
within this worldwide community.  May your Spirit and 
grace be with us and among us, today and always.  
Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO FAITHFUL SHARING 
 



*DOXOLOGY   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host. 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost! 

 

*DEDICATION OF GIFTS (Pastor and People) 
Who do we give to? 

We give to God. 

Why do we give? 

So our possessions won’t possess us. 

What do we give? 

Our whole lives, surrendered to God’s will. 

God of love, you abide with us; you provide for all our 

needs and guide us in your ways. Out of gratitude for your 

care, we bring our gifts before you. Use them for your work 

of caring, that all may feast at the table of abundance, walk 

without fear, and drink deeply from the cup of compassion.  

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS 
 Our Father, who art in Heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, 
Forever.  Amen. 

 

ORDINATION OF DEACONS AND ELDERS  
       Deacon: Becky Benz      Elder: Linda Kindy 



CHURCH FAMILY UPDATES  
 

*SENDING HYMN   Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
 

*WORDS OF SENDING AND PEACE 
 

*SENDING RESPONSE           Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  
         Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The service is ended, O now be extended  
The fruits of our worship in all who believe. 
The seed of the teaching, receptive hearts reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us  
To work for God’s realm and to answer the call. 

 

POSTLUDE           He Has Made Me Glad - Brethorst 
 

Attributions: 
Our Prayer of Confession  is from First Sunday of Advent Prayers and Litanies, 
posted on www.ministrymatters.com.  
The Assurance of Pardon and our Invitation to Generosity were written by Rev. 
Mia M. McClain and published on the UCC Worship Ways website for the 2nd 
Sunday of Advent, December 4, 2022. 
The following pieces are from Brian Wren, Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany: 
Liturgies and Prayers for Public Worship (Louisville, KY: Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2008) and are reproduced by permission.  

● “Source of Loving Unity” (Gathering Prayer) 
● Lighting the Second Advent Candle 
● “Come Together, Worship God” (Call to Worship) 
● “Friends, Go in Peace” (Words of Sending and Peace) 

Copyright © 2007 by Brian Wren. 
Our Ordination liturgy was adapted from the website of Grace Communion 
International, gci.org 
 

 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/


THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Today  12 noon      Women’s Christmas Luncheon 
Monday 7pm   Catching Our Spiritual Breath (A time  

of prayer) on Zoom 
  4:30-6 pm Kids at Grace Church School 
Tuesday 9am-noon  Tuesday Crew meets here to do 

work on our building and grounds.  
 You are welcome to join in! 

  9am-noon Office Hours 
Wednesday  9am-noon Office Hours 

10am  Yoga in the Family Activity Center 
7pm Consistory 

Sunday 9:15am Adult Sunday School in HeBrews Café 
  10:15am      Worship 
  11:30am After Thoughts: ONA & Scripture 
    Chili lunch provided 
  6 pm   Christmas Caroling at 6 pm, meet at 5  

pm for pizza dinner 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Curt Sourwine is helping lead worship as our liturgist.  
Altar flowers are presented by Jerry and Mary Bixler. 
Our greeter this morning is Shirley Rice.       
 

Dave Forman, Mike Pirogowicz, Paul Sodergren, and Jim 
Lynn serve as our Livestream and Sanctuary Technicians and 
Tom DeFrange serves as musician and accompanist. 
 

 

Live stream can be found at: 
https://www.facebook.com/graceutown/live 
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